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Egyptian referendum first major test of democracy

BIG TURNOUT

, mo:.,.m QEG fear
vote will mﬁ_,m:mnrmz
Islamist group

BY MAGGIE MICHAEL AND
HAMZA HENDAWI
The Associated Press

CAIRO — Eager for their
first taste of a free vote in
decades, Egyptians lined up
by the hundreds Saturday to
Vvote on constitutional
amendments sponsored by

ruling military that critics
%Vccﬁ propel the novmﬁ.r
ry’s largest Islamist eroup to
becomeE, ,
nant political force.

The nationwide referen-
dum is the first major test of
the country’s transition to de-
mocracy after a popular
uprising forced longtime
leader Hosni Mubarak to
step down five weeks ago,
handing the reins of power
to the military. T

Underscoring the tensions
beneath the euphoria, how-
€ver, a crowd of angry men
pelted reform campaigner
Mohamed ElBaradei and a
group of his supporters with
rocks, bottles and cang out-
side a polling center at Cai-
ro’s Mokattam district,

ElBaradei, who also was
the former head of the U.N.
nuclear-watchdog agency,
wasn’t injured but was
forced to flee in an SUV with-
out casting his ballot. The
crowd also smashed the car
windows and shouted, “You
traitor. We don’t want you,”
ElBaradei stinnortase s ¢k

m@%nn: women line up

AMR NABIL / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
at a polling station Saturday in

\

Cairo to vote on the referendum.

plain of discrimination and
fear their quest for equal

rights would suffer a serious
setback if the Brotherhood

" | gainsinfluence in post-Mub-

arak Egypt.

More than half of Egypt’s
80 million people are eligible
voters. The military, in a bid
to get the vote out, has de-
creed that they would be al-
lowed to cast ballots at any
polling center in the country
with their national ID cards
— issued to those 18 and old-
er — as the only required
proof of identity.

‘Lack of faith in the process,
along with violence and in-
timidation, has kept most
voters away from past elec-
tions. But Egyptians — bu-
oyed by the mass protests
that led to Mubarak’s Feb. 11
ouster — have found a new
trustin the system.

“My vote today will make a
difference. It's as simple as
that,” first-time voter Hos-
sam Bishay, 48, said as he
waited in line with about 300
others outside a guarded
polling center in Cairo’s up-
scale Zamalek district.

The constitutional amend-
ments drawn up by a panel
of military-appointed legal
scholars are intended to
bring just enough change to
the current constitution — -
suspended by the military af-

x¥

§

ter it came to power — to en-
sure that ipcoming elections
are free and fair,

In addition to allowing in-
dependent and opposition
candidates to run, they
would restore full judicial su-
pervision of votes, a measure
seen as key to preventing
fraud. They would also limit

. presidents to two four-year

terms and curb the emergen-
cy laws that have long been a
chief complaint of the peo-
fnle :
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