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2014 Washington State Muslim Lobby Day 

OUR 3 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 
NOTE: These are basic points and demands that someone from your group will need to very boldly, confidently, 
and persuasively make to each lawmaker, & get clear commitments from them to each of your requests. More 

info is in the detailed fact sheets that accompanies each issue. See: www.cairseattle.org/MuslimLobbyDay  
 
1:  Set rules around government use of drones in Washington State 
The issue:  

 Drone technology is a game-changer – it could give government the ability like never before, to conduct 
mass surveillance without suspicion.  

 The bills we need you to support limit the most intrusive uses of drones. Agencies can use them freely if 
they don’t collect personal information or if it’s an emergency, but otherwise would have to get a warrant. 

 Regulation is good for the aerospace industry because common sense rules will ease the public’s concerns 
about threats to privacy from unregulated “blank check” use of government drones.  

Ask your Senator: Will you commit to protecting our privacy by voting for Senate Bill 6172?  

Ask your Representatives: Will you commit to protecting our privacy by voting for House Bill 1771? 

Ask all 3 of your lawmakers: Will you tell the leadership in your caucus that you need this bill passed? (If yes): 

By when?  

 
2:  Invest in the WA Housing Trust Fund to fund low-income housing in our state 
The issue:  

 Rents at market-rate are getting out of reach for hard-working lower income families. 

 Over the last few years, our state legislature has allocated between 3% and 4% of the total two-year Capital 
Budget for the Housing Trust Fund 

 We need our state to keep pace with the growing need for both affordable homes and the good jobs in 
construction that the HTF creates. 

Ask all 3 of your lawmakers: Will you commit to investing $100 million, or 4% of the total Capital Budget, 
whichever is higher?  
 
 
3:  Pass the ‘WA Dream Act’ to have undocumented college students qualify for state financial aid 
The issue:   

 Some immigrant students who attend, graduate and are accepted to institutions of higher education in 
Washington State are not eligible for state financial aid because of their immigration status. 

 These students, referred to as “Dreamers,” have worked hard to excel in high school and have huge 
potential to give back to our state. But most cannot afford full tuition without financial aid from the state, 
since they are excluded from federal financial aid. 

 Passing the Dream Act will level the playing field for all students in our state by providing equal access to 
the state need grant (college financial aid) for all high-achieving students. 

 We in this room are all US citizens or legal residents and represent thousands of other people in our district 
who are also US citizens just like us, and who want you to get the Dream Act passed in the Senate! It has 
already passed in the House and we need it passed in the Senate so the Governor can sign it into law! 

 
Ask your Senator:  Will you commit to telling your Senate leadership that you need them to bring the WA 
Dream Act to the Senate floor for a vote immediately, and that you will vote “yes” yourself when it is brought for 
a Senate vote?  
Ask your Representatives: Will you get Senator _____________ [name here] from our district to publicly 
commit their support for the Washington State Dream Act?  

 

Important note: Please write down each of your lawmakers’ responses to your group’s requests in a “Post-Meeting 
Report” for each meeting. Be sure to get a clear yes/no response from each lawmaker to each question. This is so 
that we can work with you and the lawmaker to ensure they follow through on their commitment. 


